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The Ne Plus Vltra, a yare 40-foot 
Hinckley Bermuda Yawl, is avail-
able from Buck’s Harbor Marina 
to charter for circa $4,500 a 
week in the high season.
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Ultimate Yacht 
Charters

By Karen Hofreiter

Get ready for the ride of your life along the Maine coast. 

Terraces for stargazing. Gleam-
ing oak woodwork and ornate 
bronze fixtures. Feasts of fresh oys-

ters and flutes of golden champagne. Pri-
vate chefs. 360-degree ocean views. It may 
sound like a deluxe suite in a luxury ho-
tel, but this decadence is served up on the 
open seas. Sure, the sleeping quarters may 
be “charming and cozy” (i.e., not for the 
claustrophobic), but in every other sense, a 
yachting vacation can be an unparalleled 
experience, particularly if the yacht is cruis-
ing along the stunning Maine coast.

To enjoy the pleasures of yachting is to 
participate in a seven-centuries’-old rec-
reation. When 14th-century Dutch aristo-
crats began using former pirate–and smug-
gler–hunting boats for pleasure cruises, the 
yacht (derived from the Dutch jachtschip 
meaning “ship that goes fast”) in its mod-
ern sense was born. Since Cleopatra’s Barge, 
one of the first pleasure yachts in the U.S., 
sailed out of Salem, Massachusetts in 1817, 
there’s been a steady evolution of crea-
ture comforts, aided by staggering com-
puter-engineered enhancements those ear-

ly Dutch maritime recreators could hardly 
have imagined, from temperature-sensing 
marble showers to iPod docking stations.

Those early leisure zeilers might al-
so have boggled at a coastline over four 
times as long as that of the current-day 
Netherlands: including islands, Maine has 
over 5,000 miles of coastline to the Neth-
erlands’ 1,200. While the Dutch coast is 
certainly beautiful, it pales in compari-
son to Maine's undulating coastal land-
scape, with its rugged cliffs crowned 
by evergreens, time-weary drooping 



Ladona keeps her 
passengers entertained 
with beauty and cuisine.
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bluffs, scraggly dunes, placid beaches, 
and roughly 4,500 islands ranging from 
the hauntingly desolate to quaintly pic-
turesque. The true luxury of yachting in 
Maine is the astounding scenery.

WORLD-CLASS SAILING
“The coast of Maine, particularly Penob-
scot Bay, yields some of the best cruising 
grounds found anywhere,” says Peter Jo-
hanson, president and owner of Rockland-
based Johanson Boatworks, whose char-
ter clients travel from as far away as Europe 
and Hong Kong for the experience. “The 
rocky granite coast is magnificent to view, 

That’s not to say Maine can’t pres-
ent daunting challenges for even the 
most experienced sailor. “It takes 

strong navigation skills,” Bullock says. “The 
most challenging routes in Maine are those 
in areas where there are many uninhabited 
islands–it can be easy to get confused and 
lose one’s exact location,” says Johanson. 
“For example, along the Deer Island Thoro-
fare–which is extremely raw and beauti-
ful–it can be tricky maneuvering in and 
around the islands, especially in times of 
fog.” However, according to Johanson, the 
crack-a-beer-and-chill captains who want 
to take it easy can choose to “hug the coast-
line where the fog tends to be less, pick up 
a mooring or dockage each night, and en-
joy shoreside amenities by sailing from one 
harbor town to the next, like Rockland, 
Camden, Belfast, Castine, and Bucks Har-
bor. Each of these towns has its own ambi-

ance, but what they all share equally are 

and the many unpopulated islands provide 
hours of exploration and gunkholing.”

Jack Bullock, owner of Evening Star 
Yacht Charters, agrees. “I’ve sailed the en-
tire East Coast, Bahamas, Virgin Islands, 
and Caribbean. However, Maine is unique, 
considered by many to be one of the best 
cruising areas in the world. There’s almost 
always a 15-20 knot breeze, and the water 
is relatively flat. And with the 
endless miles of coastline, 
one could anchor in a dif-
ferent place every day for 
decades and never anchor 
in the same spot twice.”



Sail amoung the islands 
of Frenchman’s Bay 

Southwest harbor/manset 
& the cranberry isles

visit schoodic point for
Spectacular views

Daily Passenger service between Bar Harbor & winter harbor
call 207-288-2984

2 HOUR CRUISES SAILING FROM BAR 
HARBOR, 3 Trips Daily
10AM • 2PM • SUNSET

CALL FOR RANGER-NARRATED 
TRIP SCHEDULE
207-288-4585
207-546-2927

Daily passenger service
207-244-5882
207-460-1981

151' 
4-Masted 
Schooner

Call 207-546-2927

4 HOUR trips
bait & tackle 
provided!

Fish Frenchman’s Bay!

www.downeastwindjammer.com | Call 207-546-2927



Belfast Area
Chamber of 
Commerce

207-338-5900
P.O Box 58 • Belfast, ME 04915 

www.belfastmaine.org

Contact us for a copy of our annual guide book, filled
with exciting places to visit, our calendar of events, 

lodging, facilities and more

Historic Downtowns • Art Galleries
Harbors • Dining • Shopping • Trails
Festivals • Music • Farmers Markets

southportmarine.com • 207-799-8191
14 Ocean St. South Portland, ME 04106 

91 Bridge St.  Salisbury, MA 01952
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Fair Winds &  
Following Seas

If you can’t stretch your vacation budget to 
a luxury yacht charter, you can still reap the 
benefits of Maine’s maritime culture on a 
shoestring. Head to the waterfront on June 
22-24 to experience Portland Schooner-
Fest and Regatta in glorious live action. This 
year, seven large traditional schooners will 
take to Casco Bay to parade and race over 
the course of the weekend. The fleet will 
include some of the most famous schoo-
ners in the country, including Gloucester’s 
Schooner Adventure, the 131-foot Harvey 
Gamage of Portland, Bailey Island Schoo-
ner Alert, and Maine Maritime Museum’s 
newly restored Mary E. Schooners Bagheera 
and Wendameen (above), a familiar sight 
on Portland’s skyline, will also join the fray. 
Throw yourself into the seafaring spirit and 
book tickets for a variety of sails aboard the 
two golden-age vessels through Portland 
Schooner Co. 

dockside lobster shacks, five-star restau-
rants, gourmet delis, and shops selling fine 
wines and craft beers.”

FLOATING HAVENS

How you go about your exploration 
depends on your budget and tastes. 
Whether your splurge amount 

is $1,500 or $20,000 a week, whether you 
prefer homey cabin-style interiors or Old 
World opulence, there’s a range of options 
for charter yachts.

Johanson Boatworks (Rockland, char-
ters from $2,800/week, 596-7060) offers 
a varied cadre of sailing yachts for bare-
boat (without a crew) charter. The Fascina-
tion (44-foot sailboat, accommodates six, 
$5,200/week) is a classic beauty, featuring a 
generous main seating area with L-shaped 
white couches, a galley kitchen, warm wood 
paneling, and traditional maritime-style 
décor with clocks, oil lanterns, and book-
shelves. Guests have the convenience of 
having everything on board they may need 



Ranger Tugs 

Eastern 31

Meeting All Your Boating Needs
Sales | Service | Storage | Slips | Rentals

YarmouthBoatYard.com

207-846-9050

Largest on Water Facility 

in Sebago Lakes Region

MooseLandingMarina.com

207-693-6264

Your Full Service Marina 

on Casco Bay



Seaspray Kayaking
“Paddle Maine”

seaspraykayaking.com    207-443-3646
New Meadows Kayaking Center, West Bath, ME     

Sebasco Harbor Resort Kayaking Center, Sebasco, ME

• Paddleboard and Kayak 

Lessons & Rentals

• Guided Tours

• Paddleboard Yoga

• Rentals delivered to your site*
  *Midcoast Maine

Visit our NEW paddleboard shop! 
Open 7 Days a week! 

209 Pleasant St. in Brunswick
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for the trip. Miriah Swan, charter coordi-
nator, touts this as a big plus. “The beau-
ty of chartering is you have the entire boat 
equipped with a full galley so your lodging 
and meals are packed into one package.”

Buck’s Harbor (South Brooksville, 
charters from $1100/week, 326-8839) 
offers bareboat charters in all types 

and sizes. If it’s celebrity glam you’re look-
ing for, then the Velocity (44-foot catama-
ran, accommodates 8-12, $7,500/week) is 
your modus transportius. Sleek and mod-
ern, she’d look more at home in flashy Mi-
ami than sturdy New England. The breezy 
interior is decorated in neutrals and soft 
blues and bathed in sunlight from the win-
dows that wrap around the seating ar-
ea in the main salon, which means din-
ner is served with a panoramic view. Be-
sides four staterooms with private show-
ers, the open-concept space includes a gal-
ley kitchen and cockpit (with mini-bar, of 
course). The trampoline provides space for 
sunbathing, and the flybridge is the perfect 
spot for getting that giddy, cloud-nine feel-
ing. If your style runs a little less ostenta-
tious, the Maine Idea (50-foot trawler, ac-
commodates six, $7,000/week) is your gal. 
This merry trawler is typecast for a Maine 



“A lake…is the earth’s eye.”
Henry David Thoreau

See it aboard the Katahdin.
Katahdin Cruises on Moosehead Lake

Sailing late June thru Columbus Day
Tel: (207) 695-2716     Fax: (207) 695-2367

PO Box 1151 Greenville, ME 04441
www.katahdincruises.com 
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adventure. Large windows and glass doors 
enclose the airy salon, which features gor-
geous oak and fir woodwork with casual 
furniture upholstered in a cheerful green.

Just like Jack Bullock of Evening Star 
Yacht Charters (Belfast Harbor, 479-5403), 
you’ll fall in love with the Evening Star 
(45-foot yawl, accommodates four, $4,000/
week June, $4,500 July-September). Built 
in Holland in 1968, “she’s elegant, beauti-
ful, and classic, and exhibits a high stan-
dard and quality construction not found 
in most production boats today,” Bullock 

says. “She’s also extremely well outfitted 
for sailing in Maine.” The interior is var-
nished teak throughout and includes two 
staterooms with private bathrooms and a 
gemütlich salon with a Dutch soapstone 
and bronze fireplace. Sail her into peace-
ful, wide-open Tenants Harbor or wild and 
narrow Perry Creek on Vinalhaven, two of 
Bullock’s favorite places.

If lifting a glass of rosé to your lips is the 
most strenuous activity you want on your 
vacation, look no further than an all-in-
clusive cruise on the historic Schooner La-
dona or Stephen Taber (Rockland, 207-
594-4723, multi-day specialty and private 
charters available). Both are owned by No-
ah and Jane Barnes, who spare no effort 
or expense to give their guests an unfor-
gettable experience. Meals made fresh on-

Included in the fleet of available yachts from Buck’s Harbor is 
Bluejacket, a 54-foot Alden (above); the catamaran Velocity, 
below; and Maine Idea, a 50-foot trawler, bottom left.



Perfect for your    – bachelorette party
        – birthday
        – group outing

visit mainebaycycle.com to book and learn more!

43.6615° N, 70.2553° W

Bring your favorite local brews and come aboard for a 
90 minute, pedal powered cruise of the Portland waterfront

Heated Indoor Storage • ValvTect Fuel • Yamaha Outboard Service 
Sealand Dealer • Awlgrip Refinishing • Yanmar Sales and Service
31 Main Street, South Freeport, ME 04078 • 207-865-3181

BrewerSouthFreeport.com

Located on Harraseeket Harbor in beautiful Casco Bay

Full Service Marina • Beautiful Secure Harbor
Wooden Boat Restoration • Honda Marine Dealer • Certified Technicians

5 Wharf Road, South Freeport, ME 04078 • 207-865-3899
StroutsPoint.com

Discover Boating in South FreeportDiscover Boating in South FreeportDiscover Boating in South Freeport

North Sails 
Maine 

207-865-2100

Oyster Harbors &
Regulator Boats
207-415-1004

Pound 
207-865-3535 

Lunch 
207-865-4888

Thomas Yacht 
Brokerage 

207-865-1994

Maine Boats, Homes & Harbors Magazine
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Q: Want to recognize the 
individuals on your team?

A: Give them an unforgettable 
excursion on Casco Bay 

• Employee Appreciaion Events
• Corporate Outings and Teambuilding
• Private Charters
• Sunset Cruises
• 37 passenger vessel - “Elizabeth Grace”

portlandharborwatertours.com • 207-200-8691
captain@portlandharborwatertaxi.com

Q:  Want to recognize the 
individuals on your team?

A:  Give them an unforgettable 
excursion on Casco Bay.

•  Employee Appreciation Events
•  Corporate Outings and Teambuilding
•  Private Charters
•  Sunset Cruises
•  37 passenger vessel – “Elizabeth Grace”

portlandharborwatertaxi.com • 207-200-8691
captain@portlandharnborwatertaxi.com

• full line Yamaha outboard
   dealer and service center

• summer sales on Yamaha outboards
   and Pioneer boat Packages

• boat rentals available to exPlore
   the beautiful maine coast

www.newmeadowsmarina.com
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board feature local Maine ingredients, and 
the multi-course dinners include expert 
wine pairings. Accommodations and ame-
nities are first class. The Schooner Ladona 
(82-foot schooner, accommodates 17), built 
in 1922 at the Hodgdon boatyard, show-
cases an elegant nautical-style décor with 
ecru wood-plank ceilings and walls, blue-
hued textiles, rich wood accents, and lav-
ish bronze fixtures throughout. Each of the 
nine staterooms has its own private van-
ity with sink; the showers feature mosaic 
marble tile and rainshower heads. The spa-
cious galley kitchen flows into the main 
living area with its custom L-shaped so-
fa seating and polished wood table. Guests 
can dine al fresco at the farmhouse-style 
table on the deck or lounge on one of the 
pillow-piled daybeds. The Stephen Taber 
(110-foot windjammer, accommodates 22), 
built in 1871 and a National Historic Land-
mark, has an American Colonial-meets-
Adirondack cabin feel, with wood panel-
ing throughout and Scottish touches like 
oil lamps and tartan blankets. There’s even 
a tiny library tucked away in a nook. The 



Where Can We Take You?

Cyr Northstar Tours – Upcoming Tours

Call to receive a copy of our 2018  Vacation Planner
1-800-244-2335 or 207-827-2010 cyrbustours.com

NIAGARA FALLS – July 18-22, 2018 
$1,393pp (dbl occupancy) (Niagara Falls, ON, Canada)
NASCAR – July 22, 2018 
$172 per person (New Hampshire Motor Speedway)
GETTYSBURG – July 23-27, 2018 
$1,010pp  (dbl occupancy) (Gettysburg, PA)
QUEBEC CITY – August 3-5, 2018 
$669pp (dbl occupancy)
ALADDIN – August 5, 2018 
$193 per person (Boston Opera House)
ISLE OF SHOALS – August 7, 2018 
$137 per person (Portsmouth, NH)
STRAWBERY BANKE – August 11, 2018 
$119 per person (Portsmouth, NH)
NEW YORK CITY – August 17-19, 2018 
$883pp (dbl occupancy)

THE ARK ENCOUNTER & 
CREATION MUSEUM – August 18-25, 2018 
$1,956pp (dbl occupancy) (Williamstown, KY)
NANTUCKET – August 27-29, 2018 
$793pp (dbl occupancy)
BRANSON – September 7-18, 2018 
$2,933pp (dbl occupancy) (Branson, Missouri) 
“THE BIG E” – September 14-16, 2018 
$463pp (dbl occupancy) (Springfield, MA)
NEW ORLEANS & 
JEWELS OF THE SOUTH – November 1-11, 2018 
$2,788pp  (dbl occupancy) (New Orleans, LA)
HOLIDAY IN LANCASTER – November 13-17, 2018 
$1,095pp (dbl occupancy) (Lancaster, PA)
THE LEGENDARY BLUE DANUBE RIVER CRUISE 
September 5-15, 2019 CALL FOR DETAILS! 
(The Czech Republic, Germany, Austria, Slovakia, Hungary)
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NEW ORLEANS & 
JEWELS OF THE SOUTH – November 1-11, 2018 
$2,788pp  (dbl occupancy) (New Orleans, LA)
HOLIDAY IN LANCASTER – November 13-17, 2018 
$1,095pp (dbl occupancy) (Lancaster, PA)
THE LEGENDARY BLUE DANUBE RIVER CRUISE 
September 5-15, 2019 CALL FOR DETAILS! 
(The Czech Republic, Germany, Austria, Slovakia, Hungary)

Call to receive a 
2018 brochure
1-800-244-2335
207-827-2010
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Waterfront

sprawling deck features white Colonial-
style railings, a dining area, and enough 
room for a small musical band. Both boats 
offer activities such as kayaking, skiff row-
ing, small boat sailing, paddle boarding, 
navigation instruction, and occasionally 
evenings of acoustic music, compliments of 
the crew. Wine, food, and music cruises are 
offered throughout the summer, and fall 
color cruises are offered in early autumn. 
Event cruises include the Great Schooner 
Race (July 2-7), Rockland Windjammer Pa-
rade (July 12-16), Eggemoggin Reach Re-
gatta (August 1-6), and Camden Windjam-
mer Festival (August 28-Sept 1).

Whatever your choice, yachting 
in Maine is a singular experi-
ence. As Johanson perfectly 

sums it up: “There’s nothing quite like dis-
connecting from the hectic hustle and bus-
tle of today’s technological world and en-
joying the peace and serenity found sailing 
in Maine. It is an amazing way to decom-
press, refresh, and recharge.” Can we say 
“Yachts, a joy!”? n



Two Locations ~ Sebago Lakes Region & Casco Bay
Freedom Boat Club of Maine

FreedomBoatClubMaine.com | 207-650-9374 | infoMaine@freedomboatclub.com

Enjoy maintenance-free boating with the nation’s largest boat club. 
Multiple, affordable membership plans available with unlimited boat usage 

PLUS FREE access to the club’s fleet of boats in 150+ locations in the U.S. and Canada.

Find Your Freedom



•  Guided tours of the historic Cottage
•  Hiking, biking, and driving
   trails in 2,800-acre Park
•  On-site Café
•  Daily programs like Tea with Eleanor
•  Open May 26–October 13, 2018
•  9 a.m. – 5 p.m. EDT; Admission FREE•  9 a.m. – 5 p.m. EDT; Admission FREE



Eastport WindjammErs
207-853-2500 • 104 Water St. at the head of the Eastport Breakwater

Eastport WindjammErs
207-853-2500 • 104 WatEr st. at the head of the Eastport Breakwater

Join us for a 2 1/2 - 3 hr. cruise on board our Brand New 47’ Lobster Boat! Watch for Whales, Seals, Eagles, and Porpoise as 
we pass by the Old Sow Whirlpool and East Quoddy Lighthouse. The Captain will Pull traps and add Starfish, Lobster, and much 

more to our ON BOARD TOUCH TANK! Fun and educational for the whole family!

Leaves 1:30pm from the Eastport Waterfront Adults $45.00 Children under 12 yrs. $30.00 Children under 5 yrs. $15.00

Fishing Trips: 3 hrs. We provide all the gear. Same pricing as whale watch Call for more info and reservations.

Join us for a three hour cruise on board our 47' Lobster Boat! 

Watch for Whales, seals, Eagles, and porpoises as we pass by the old sow Whirlpool and 
east Quoddy Lighthouse. the Captain will pull traps and add Starfish, Lobster, and much 

more to our ON BOarD tOUCH taNK! Fun and educational for the whole family!

Daily tours Leave at 1:30pm from the eastport Waterfront 
adults $45.00  

Children under 12 $30.00  
Children under 5 $15.00

three Hour Fishing trips: We provide all the gear.  
Same pricing as whale watch Call for more info and reservations.

photos by don dunbar


