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Painter, diarist, curator, collector, 
and globetrotter Edith Cleaves 

Barry developed her resume 
from her family mansion on 

summer street in kennebunk. 
this completely restored home 

base can now be yours for 
$1.425 million. 

Who knew adding a man cave in 
Kennebunk’s landmark Taylor-
Barry House would earn rave 

reviews from [the preservation group] 
Historic New England?

Finished by master carpenter Thomas 
Eaton in 1804, the house at 22 Summer 
Street was originally designed for William 
Taylor before the Barry family, overlords 
from the China Trade, purchased it in 
1841 and lived here 130 years.

Luminous among the Barry clan is 
Edith Cleaves Barry (1884-1969), the soci-
ety portraitist and globetrotter who 
founded the Brick Store Museum. A spar-
kling show at the museum this year has 
highlighted Barry’s Mediterranean so-
journs of 1903 and 1922 with pictures, dia-
ry entries, and contemporaneous tweets 
in 2012 to match, day to day, the young 
woman’s vivid impressions as she travels. 
Her ghost reaches out to us–friends us–
from a parallel universe.

Today, her simultaneous 1903/2012 
entry is: “Took steamer to Capri [with fel-
low painter John Singer Sargent on 

Now, Voyager



8 4  p o r t l a n d  m o n t h l y  m a g a z i n e

HOUSEOFTHEMONTH

fr
o

m
 t

o
P

: c
o

u
r

te
sy

 b
r

ic
k

 s
to

r
e 

m
u

se
u

m
; l

eg
a

c
y

 P
r

o
P

er
ti

es
 s

o
th

eb
y

’s
 i

n
te

r
n

a
ti

o
n

a
l 

r
ea

lt
y

; k
a

ti
e 

J.
 J

o
h

n
so

n
 (

3
)

board]. At landing place we got a luncheon 
and then took a carriage to the town of Capri 
(Hotel Blue Grotto).” 

Buona notte, Signorina! Dazzled by orange 
groves and blue waves, young Edith has just 
been bewitched by Amalfi and Sorrento, 
“impatient to see the famous tarantella…”

Many houses whisper, but these are 
thoroughly modern tweeting walls! Before 
you visit this house, check out twitter.
com/#!/edithbarry and see what the 
charming Yankee ingenue has gotten her-
self mixed up in.  

Listed by Bill Gaynor of Legacy Proper-
ties, Sotheby’s International for $1.425 mil-
lion, this 12-room, five-bedroom Federal 
landmark was sold to Theresa and Ronald 
Cain for $500,000 in 2002 (down from 
$619,000) with a catch–Historic New Eng-
land, the preservation organization, is al-
lowed a yearly stop-by to ensure its historic 
aspects are receiving proper stewardship. 

Why would a hockey guy want to get in-
volved in this? 

“We’ve owned this house for eight years,” 
says Ron Cain, co-owner of the Portland Pi-
rates (which solves the mystery of who owns 
Zamboni, the 32-foot Boston Whaler sport 

fishing boat in the Kennebunk River). Like 
clockwork, “Historic New England comes in 
once a year, and we have to adhere to their re-
quirements.” Try not to think of Frasier and 
Niles, with white gloves and clipboards.

As for how he was drawn into all this, 
Cain says, “We vacationed in Goose Rocks 
and toured the house. I fell in love with it on 
first sight. 

“The opportunity to develop this house by 
focusing on its positives is no different from 
other businesses I build,” he says, including 
“a third-party shipping” firm that makes 
Cain not unlike the original shipping mer-
chants who first lived here. “General Electric 
is a client. If you need a part, say, for your re-
frigerator, we very likely run the distribution 
center that ships it to you,” with headquarters 
in Atlanta. Cain also owns a professional 
management operation and the sports man-
agement firm Selects Hockey.

Here as elsewhere, “the bones were good.”
Lovely bones. Thomas Eaton, the same 

designer-builder who built Wallingford 
Hall and Kennebunk’s Unitarian Church, 
which has a Paul Revere bell), didn’t hold 
back when he dreamed up this high Feder-
al-style masterpiece.

Edith Barry and her  
mother Ida traveled the 
world, including a visit  
to the Philippines.

Edith Barry and her  
mother Ida traveled the 
world, including a visit  
to the Philippines.
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Entering below the sun-
burst transom, whose 
glass panes resemble a 

fan, visitors can’t help but love 
the stairway with a graciously 
shallow inclination, accompa-
nied by a Moses Eaton stenciling 

on lime-sand plaster (punctuated by echo-
ing fan images inspired by the Chinoiserie) 
that guides the eye to the second floor. The 
stencils frame glowing expanses of Vene-
tian red that suggest fading frescoes and af-
ford the walls the richest of textures.

Also “high”: details on the Samuel Mc-
Intire-like mantel on the salon fireplace, ar-
ticulated with London putty. 

“Yes, the old Rumfords. My son’s room 
upstairs has the exact same fireplace.”

A few steps away, Cain gently knocks on a 
wall. “We had the horsehair plaster reaffixed.”

Then he guides us into the kitchen, trans-
formed in a knowing, sensitive way: “Before 
there was a staircase here that went up to the 
maid’s quarters, so we opened this all up 
and got rid of the staircase. All the floors 
were linoleum, so we’ve restored the Old 
King’s pine floorboards underneath.”

“King’s pine?” A big guy, Cain shyly ad-
mits, “I like to read biographies of John Ad-
ams, Washington.”

He raps out the cast who updated the 
kitchen: “Danny LaPointe was general 
contractor. Sylco Cabinetry out of East 
Waterboro” did the custom cabinetry in 
cream. Blue Rock Stone Center did the 
granite countertops.

He sees us looking enviously through 
the window at the garden and says, “K2 
[Landscaping Co.] did most of the hard-
scape” for the dreamy outdoor kitchen.

Cain’s significant achievement here is, 
without losing its architectural treasures, 
he’s turned this landmark into a wonderful, 
dynamic place to raise a family as opposed 
to a museum.

Two horse stalls in the man cave (he 
scrupulously avoids the term) have been 
turned into a Golden Tee arcade and a 
shiny copper bar. Yet the horse stalls are 
still there.

“We flipped the original planking” in 
the same room for a more rustic, informal, 
family-room feel. But if a new buyer wants 
to change it back, “It’s still there.”

Nobody on earth is going to complain 
about the new furnace, plumbing, electrici-



Castine
A great value in lovely historic village 
on Penobscot Bay, near golf, beach and 
harbor. Three bedroom home in move-
in condition. A perfect year round home 
or investment property with strong 
rental history. Well priced at $189,000.

Christine Lutz-Garrity
Associate Broker
185 State Street

Ellsworth, Maine 04605
207-667-2300 ext. 105

Cell: 207-266-2047
christine@realtyofmaine.com

wwww.realtyofmaine.com
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“To eat is a necessity, but to eat intelligently is an art.” 
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“Cooking is like love. It should be entered
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Kennebunk | 150 Port Road | 207.967.0934
Portland | 2 City Center | 207.780.8900

LegacySIR.com | Try our new Instant Search 
Also, Find LegacySIR on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube.

Brunswick | 141 Maine Street | 207.729.2820
Camden | 46 Bay View Street | 207.230.1003

ISLESB ORO O CEANFRONT - Beautiful cottage on 
16 acres. A year round paradise with cozy nooks, fireplaces, 
lots of windows & sunshine. Master bedroom with bath, 
amazing kitchen, guest quarters, views, dock & beach. MLS# 
1008313 Jackie Case-Hall 207.499.9442 | $2,350,000

RAM ISLAND - PARADISE FOUND - Beautifully 
maintained 5 acre island summer residence in Wheeler Bay 
minutes from mainland. Energy efficient with new septic 
system, deeded shore access & separate 1½ acre lot in Scraggle 
Point. MLS# 988679 Kate Jackson 207.230.1003 | $1,350,000

GREAT DIAMOND ISLAND - PORTLAND 
Diamond Cove is a year round community covering 193 acres 
on the north east side of the island. Amenities: 4 star restau-
rant, tennis courts, heated pool, marina,5 secluded beaches. 
Peter Thornton 207.499.9442 | $175,000 to $1,500,000

ISLESB ORO O CEANFRONT - Wonderful turnkey 
Maine cottage with boathouse/bunkhouse, beach, stone steps, 
bridge/dock & large float, boat landing access & 2 deepwater 
moorings! Sweeping views to W Penobscot Bay. MLS# 
1003792 Donald K Pendleton 207.462.9000 | $749,000

CRABTREE POINT - Extraordinary island opportunity 
on North Haven with east & west shore frontage. Set on the 
Point’s peak is an understated, renovated 3 bedroom, 3 bath 
Cape. Water view, casual comfort, 11 acres of privacy. MLS# 
1009821 Peter van der Kieft 207.230.1003 | $1,950,000

WESTPORT - Enchanting home on 2.67 acres with 227 
feet of deep water & dock. Protected cove & mooring with 
easterly views of Townsened Gut. Unique combination of 
new construction & period detail from the historic Ross/Hall 
House. MLS# 955024 Kim Latour 207.687.9663 | $1,199,000

HARPSWELL - DINGLEY ISLAND - Build a dream 
home on elevated 3.15 coastal forest acres. 425’ deep water-
front, protected dock & mooring on exclusive Governor’s 
Point. Easy access via causeway & boat access to Casco Bay & 
beyond. MLS# 1004068 Kim Latour 207.687.9663 | $750,000

HARPSWELL - WHITE ISLAND - On the South 
Eastern shore of Middle Bay. 17.5+/- acres with 1,600’ of water 
frontage. Fully furnished cottage, 3 bedrooms, 1 bathroom, 
new septic system, drilled well, generator, dock & deeded 
mooring. MLS# 1005728 Joane Tait 207.751.4124 | $695,000

PortM_4-75_7-5.indd   1 4/25/2011   12:05:55 PM
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This extraordinary 5-bedroom 
residence, perfectly situated on 

historic Summer Street, seamlessly 
merges its provenance with all of 
the expected amenities. Elegant 

owner’s suite, handcrafted kitchen, 
media room, guest suite and 

superior craftsmanship. Absolute 
perfection. $1,425,000

KENNEBUNK
22 Summer Street 

Offi ce| 207.967.0934
Maureen Adams Weaver | 207.370.7174 • Bill Gaynor | 207.468.3002
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ty, and central air.
There’s also an awareness that surpasses 

‘stewardship’ of how the house has evolved 
from family to family across the years. For 
instance, the same brass registers that must 
have been added near the turn of the last 
century are still there, and gleam.

Two butler’s pantries, a smoke chamber 
for game in the attic, and a corner cabinet Bar-
ry commissioned the John Calvin Stevens 
firm to create during the summer of 1951 to 
hold her blue and white Staffordshire china 
collection will help new owners host lavish 
dinner parties as Barry did in her zenith.

In the 1930s, Barry turned the woodshed 
into her studio, with a fireplace and mul-
lioned picture window looking out on the 
tall evergreens on her long, dark back yard. 

This diminutive performance space is 
still remembered by locals as the venue 
where Dear Sarah was staged.

Considering the dimensions of Edith 
Barry’s spirit, it’s arrogant and unenlight-
ened for social media vipers of today to 
dully suggest the media she enlivened 



TweetsTweets
Tricks &Tricks &

Tweets
Edith Barry@Edith Barry 22 Jun
6/22/1903: Took steamer to Capri. At landing place we got a luncheon and 
then took a carriage to the town of Capri (Hotel Blue Grotto).

Edith Barry@Edith Barry 21 Jun
6/21/1903: ...Besides the dance there were several short operettas, supposed 
to be funny but were sung in Italian...point was lost for me.

Edith Barry@Edith Barry 11 Jun
6/11/1903: We took the boat back to Naples and it seemed like returning 
home when we alighted at the Hotel Bristol.

Edith Barry@Edith Barry 8 Jun
6/8/1903: Amalfi - In the gulf made by the jagged cliffs the surging sea was the 
most brilliant blue imaginable – a crystal peacock blue.

Edith Barry@Edith Barry 7 Jun
6/7/1903: From Pompeii we took train to La Cava and there we took a carriage 
and drove to Amalfi (Capaccini Convent Hotel – No. 8 & 10).

Edith Barry@Edith Barry 4 Jun
6/4/1903: We arrived in Naples early in the morning of June 4th. The streets 
were dirty, the people were dirty, and the houses were dirty, but we went to a 
hotel on the hill, beautiful view.

Edith Barry@Edith Barry 2 Jun
6/2/1903: At about quarter of eleven this morning we stepped into a tender 
and were taken over to the famous rock of Gibraltar.

Edith Barry@Edith Barry 28 May
5/28/1903: Mr. John S. Sargent is onboard and likewise Mr. John C.  
van Dyke. Sargent is a great big, red-faced man with black whiskers.
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as i was reading 
through edith 
barry’s journals, i 

thought twitter was the perfect platform for that to get 
the little short sentences she jotted down during her 
travels,” says brick store museum’s curator of exhibi-
tions cynthia Walker. 

so as part of her 2012 show, Impressions of a World 
Traveler, which closed in January, Walker has been 
tweeting comments from barry’s private journals every 
day, as though we’re traveling with her during the same 
days this summer on the internet.

Walker admits there’s a bit of a Julie & Julia as-
pect to her identification with barry, who was 
young, shy, and sensitive during her 1903 trip 
through the mediterranean.

“i was born 100 years after she was, so i immediate-
ly felt a connection,” Walker begins. “she was really 
close to her sisters, and so was i. i visited italy in 2003, she 
visited in 1903.

“When i opened her scrapbooks and journals from 
her 1922 voyage to italy, france, and austria, i found i 
could compare photographs she took matched up ee-
rily with the same places i’d seen in my own travels. i 
wanted other people to see this.”

she “came to the idea independently of tweet-
ing [barry’s daily impressions] because i couldn’t 
think of another way to get everyone to read it. With-
out the tweets, you’d have to figure where the diary 
is. it’s kind of stuffed into our archives, and you need 

to make an appoint-
ment to get to see 
them. there are 10 or 
15 diaries, one per trip, 
and also scrapbooks 



It’s clear why our customers choose Portland Glass® for their 
frameless glass shower enclosure purchases! Our shower 
enclosures provide the finishing touch to your bathroom’s 
design, adding function and allure to reflect your personal 
style. Portland Glass® provides quality products along with 
superior service and guaranteed satisfaction in all of our 36 
locations throughout Maine, Vermont, and New Hampshire. 
We are the premier provider of home improvement glass, 
commercial glass, and auto glass in the New England area. 
Our dedication to professional work, prompt service and 
your safety is unbeatable!
We are recognized throughout the industry as a leader 
in promoting professionalism and quality standards 
throughout our entire organization. Portland Glass® has a 
record of continuous improvement for workplace safety 
and quality control; ongoing training programs are offered 
at all levels.
Part of our training and safety commitments include ENERGY 
STAR qualified doors, windows and practices that help you 
save money and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  These 
products meet strict energy efficiency guidelines set by 
the U.S. EPA and the U.S. DOE. The ENERGY STAR label also 
designates superior energy performance in homes and 
buildings and may qualify you for a tax credit.
We are also RRP certified. This means that Portland Glass® 
follows federal work safe lead guidelines including lead 
testing, containing the work area, and thorough cleanup.

At Portland Glass®, your satisfaction is guaranteed!

832 Congress Street, Portland | 1-866-838-GLASS (4527) | PortlandGlass.com
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305 Commercial St.
Portland, ME 04101

207-321-3555
mainecoastkitchen.com

Only 
the right 

ingredients 
go into our 

kitchens.

Portland’s only  
independently  

owned and  
family operated  
funeral home.

172 State Street, Portland • 773-6511 • ctcrawford.com
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that are leather bound, with the gold cursive writ-
ing that says My Voyage or My Trip.

“she’s 19 in 1903. you wonder how she could 
seem so alive. Who was she, really?

“her classmates called her Wisp. the view i get of 
her from her diaries is she really seems like she’s very 
concentrated on her craft and art but is also looking 
for beauty in the world, no matter what it is.”

surely there were racy encounters in europe. in 
naples, say. Didn’t reality ever give her a pinch?

“she never put unmentionable things to pen, 
but in 1912, when she traveled to algeria, in the 
middle of the night, they’d go to these houses with 
belly dances and then not mention them back in 
the kennebunks.”

What happens outside the kennebunks stays 
outside the kennebunks.

as for her brush with John singer sargent, 
“you’d think she’d have gone up and introduced 
herself [on the deck of the steamship in 1903], but 
there’s no evidence she did. she certainly seemed 
outgoing with her friends, but she might not have 
been the type to take on a celebrity like that. she’d 
have appreciated his art from afar. that’s most def-
initely like me.”

shy vs. shy. 



Home Staging. It works.

Home Staging • Interior Redesign • Senior Downsizing
776-9558 www.katelowrydesigns.com

info@katelowrydesigns.comServing Greater Portland

What my family thinks I doWhat my friends think I do

What my kids think I do What I really do

Handcrafted, Plantation Grown, Teak Garden
Furniture and Accessories from Around the World

islandteakcompany.blogspot.com

Open Daily 9am-5pm
681 Bath Road, Wiscasset • 882-7225

Open Daily 10am-5pm
38 Sea Street, Boothbay Harbor • 633-9899

SPECIAL BUY! OVER 200 TEAK ROOT CHAIRS $188 & UP
(while supplies last)

weren’t social. Twenty-two Summer Street 
vibrates with Edith Barry’s performances, 
her travels, her dreams. 

Just as surely, it glows with the Cains’ 
love and care. 

Where will the Cains go now? What’s the 
next challenge now that their children are 
growing up? Like Edith Barry, this voyager is 
tangled up in blue. “Sea Grass on the ocean-
front, on Gooch’s Beach.”

Taxes are $9,331. n

>> For more, visit portlandmonthly.
com/portmag/2012/07/barry-extras.
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Barry’s official portrait as a lieutenant in New York City’s 
Women’s Reserve Camouflage Corps during World War I.


