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talking walls

New 
Harmony

Here in the Kennebunks, we thought we had a trusted re-
lationship with eHarmony.com founder Neil Clark War-
ren. We thought we’d won him over. Then, mysteriously, 

he’s moved on. The perils of speed dating.
For months, there was a buzz about who’d become the next 

owner of the pharaonic contemporary house with Mission inte-
riors that Warren disneyed into position across Ocean Avenue 
from Walker’s Point. 

The new owner, Phil McCabe, is an old 
friend to the neighborhood.

By Colin W. Sargent
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And remember, if Hillary Clinton shows 
up for a huge fund-raiser on this site next 
summer for her presidential campaign, you 
read it here first.

Phil McCabe, 67, a Naples, Florida, ho-
telier and restaurateur, is a former 
CIA employee turned brilliant entre-

preneur with a reputation for deft timing. 
Because he already owned 21 acres adjacent 
to the Warren property, and because he’s 
also just picked up another 10 acres from a 
failed development plan on his north side, 
his new summer home combines 60 acres, a 
mammoth presence in Cape Arundel.

“Yes, but the Kenneth Roberts (the nov-
elist who wrote Arundel, Rabble in Arms, 
Northwest Passage) estate is 95 acres,” he 
says. “And that’s for sale, abutting my prop-
erty. Seventy-five percent of the Roberts es-
tate is contiguous to my own land.” Is he 
considering buying it? Time will tell.

After seeing the world via the Air Force 
and CIA, he saved $25,000 and risked ev-
erything to buy a cottage colony called The 
Mornings By The Sea, in Scarborough. “I 
was just 28. It was in foreclosure. It was a 
wonderful opportunity. Wonderful cash 
flow. It gave me the opportunity to reinvest.”

One of those reinvestments was in Sea-

Phil McCabe
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wood, the Kennebunkport mansion of Pu-
litzer Prize-winning novelist Booth Tark-
ington (The Gentleman from Indiana, The 
Magnificent Ambersons, Alice Adams, Pen-
rod, Mirthful Haven), Kenneth Roberts’s 
best friend.

“I bought 26 acres of the Tarkington es-
tate when it went into bankruptcy while they 
were turning it into four condo units” in the 
1980s, he says. “Back then, I was working a 
lot with the RTC (Resolution Trust Corpo-
ration) in Portland” to discover such invest-
ments. “I was going to buy three of the four 
units the bank owned, as well as the land be-
hind the house. I didn’t end up getting the 
condos, but I did buy all the land.”

Asked what the purchase price was for 26 
prime acres in Kennebunkport, he says, “It 
was nothing. Nothing. Like $200,000.” He’s 
kept it for a rainy day, and this summer, af-
ter he’s made a fortune developing half of 
Naples, Florida, it’s pouring.

“When I came to Naples from Maine, I 
scouted the shoreline and built a boutique 
hotel called The Inn at Naples. It was an in-
stant success. On Venetian Bay in Naples, 
on the water, literally over the water, I ripped 
out the walls of a building and put in huge 
Palladian windows. I named it Windows on 
the Water.”
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Play the Fox

Fox Ridge Golf Club
Auburn Maine

Our signature 5th hole, a 202 yd, par-3 island green beauty

Exit 75 Turnpike/495 Auburn
( 20 minutes from the center of Freeport and L.L. Bean )

www.foxridgegolfclub.com

If your are short on time 

Play our Fab 5

2 par 4's
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2 par 3’s
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Did he name it after the former restau-
rant in Kennebunk?

“No. That was before the Kennebunk res-
taurant opened. But I got sued for using the 
name by another Windows on the Water on 
Sanibel Island. I only operated it one year.

Meanwhile, “I almost bought the Nar-
ragansett Hotel” on Gooch’s Beach in Ken-
nebunk. “It was closed two years,” two dark 
summers. “I toured it, studied it for a winter. 
I wanted to make it a first-class hotel,” but it 
went to condos.

Today, McCabe presides over a shimmer-
ing empire in Naples that includes the bou-
tique Inn on Fifth, and restaurants includ-
ing McCabe’s Irish Pub & Grill, Boston’s 
Restaurant & Sports Bar, and Avenue5.

“Naples is a Palm Beach,” he says. 
“My properties are in the heart of down-
town Naples. There’s a similar demo-
graphic in Kennebunkport, a wealthy 
community most sensitive to architec-
ture and planning.”

Does that mean he plans to develop 
some spec houses here in Maine on 
the 60 acres? “I don’t see that for my 

50-acre property” that goes with the house. 
“But for the 10 adjacent acres I’ve acquired, 
I’d like to provide access from the rotary 
near my front driveway. I’m looking at re-
directing my private driveway to where it 
was, off Ocean Avenue, add a gate, and put 
three architecturally significant homes on 
the three lots.

“I learned the Warren house was for sale 
from my friend Frank Pack. With my two 
sons, 17 and 19, I’m beginning to restore 
it for our use. We’re talking to architects, 
surveyors, engineers–I call them imagi-
neers. We’ll have major improvements to 
the kitchen, master bedroom, east wing, 
and west wing. There’s a 1,500-square-foot 
game room; I’m going to take a third of that 
and turn it into a theater. We’re calling our 
house Lake of the Woods.

“I looked in Boston, Portsmouth, and 
Maine for an interior decorator, but it just 
wasn’t working. So we’re using Lou Shafran 
from Naples. This summer, we’re working fe-
verishly on the interior design of the guest 
house so we can enjoy the property while the 
rest of the work goes on.”

Camping out, Maine style.
Have the Bushes come over to say hello 

yet? “With me, it’s more the Clintons. There 
may be a Hillary Clinton presidential fund-
raiser here next summer.” n
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COME FOR A DAY or 
come for a stay and from the 
country’s fi rst sunrise to the fi rst 
moonrise, your time in Eastport 
will be fi lled with experiences 
you’ll be talking about too.
 As the sun rises over 
Campobello Island and streams 
across Passamaquoddy Bay to 
awaken Eastport, the day begins 
with the sights and sounds of a community 
on the move. Greeting the amazing morning 
light on a deck along the shore, or getting early 
coff ee and bakery treats in our walkable and 
historic downtown is a delightful start to your 
day.  With a morning walk along the working 
waterfront, amid our 31 buildings on the 
historic registry you’ll see why so many artists 
live here -- there’s inspiration and a sight worth 
capturing everywhere you look.   Off shore 
islands, our fi shing fl eet and sailing schooners, 
statues and gardens are all within view.
 � e collection of 29 galleries, shops, 
museums, and studios put out their welcome 
signs. Distinctive goods and authentic art 
abounds.  Add the unique Sweeties Downeast 

candy emporium,  the shop with 
a replica cave fi lled with glorious 
geodes and other natural wonders, 
a reproduction of the Quoddy 
Dam project of the 1930s, and 
the ingenuity of the downeast 
craftsmanship showcasing itself 
from Raye’s Mustard Mill and 
Museum to the world’s innovative 
tidal power project—you’ll get 

why we’re called “the creative edge.”
 Planning for the day’s adventure can 
mean a whale and wildlife watch across 
Passamaquoddy Bay and into the Bay of 
Fundy, a favorite summer home for s variety 
of whales.  Get on a fi shing boat, go kayaking, 
take a great hike, pick up a picnic lunch and 
do some beach coming or bird watching. Old 
Sow Whirlpool, our aqua-vortex,  lighthouses 
that are among the most photographed in the 
country, and the ferries between Eastport and 
Deer Island, Canada and Eastport and Lubec 
give you exposure to nature beyond your 
imagination.
 Deciding where to have lunch and dinner 
will be a happy decision with a dozen choices 

for taste treats—from Rosie’s famous hot dogs on the 
breakwater to Quoddy Bay Lobster’s award winning 
seafood off erings at their working wharf.  Foodies will 
appreciate all of the locally grown and created off erings— 
fruits and berries, vegetables, cheeses, meats. And, beyond 
seafood and downeast comfort foods, our authentic 
Mexican and Greek restaurants off er great culinary 
surprises.
 Interaction with the local residents is easy and 
interesting.  Storytelling and tall tales,  music on the 
street  corner to the Passamaquoddy Bay Symphony 
Orchestra, theater performances, Passamaquoddy tribal 
history and active engagement in the arts are all part of 
our Eastport off erings.
 Come for our Old Home Week July 4th celebration, 
Indian Days in August, � e Salmon Festival and Pirate 
Festival in September, and our internationally known 
New Year’s Eve Maple Leaf and Salmon Drop and you’ll 
have something to talk about forever.  B&Bs, rental 
condos, cabins and cottages, motel and campground are 
available if you can stay.  Come by boat, fl y into our well 
equipped airport, or make a comfortable journey by car 
up the coast.

It’s all happening in Eastport—On the Creative Edge. 
We’re waiting to welcome you, your family and friends.

Talk about Eastport 

is happening all over 

Maine. Here’s what 

the talk is about. See 

for yourself.

EASTPORT
ON THE CREATIVE EDGE.
Come for a day. Come for a stay.

Eastport Chamber of Commerce
(207) 853-6179
www.eastportchamber.net

Dancing Dogs Pottery & Art
On the water in downtown Eastport at 107 Water Street 

Makers of fi ne art , functional porcelain pottery, and quirky jewelry. 
Open 10am–4pm Wednesday through Sunday. You’ll love it here!

Port O’ Call 

www.portocalleastport.com
Treasures to take home.  Made-in-Maine gifts, Maine books, t-shirts 
and sweatshirts, great pj’s, jewelry, handbags, scarves, paintings, 
antiques, games, baggallini, greeting cards, and lots more.

Sweeties Downeast

Just like your favorite candy bar, half sweet and half nuts! A 
confectionery wonderland: homemade fudge, hand dipped 
chocolates, retro novelties, gourmet popcorn and nuts.

Roosevelt Campobello International Park

Roosevelt Campobello International Park is a combination indoor/
outdoor site that is renowned internationally and is a popular 
attraction across the bay from Eastport, Maine. Plan to tour the 
Visitor Centre, Roosevelt Cottage, fl ower gardens, and have “Tea with 
Eleanor.” Enjoy the Park’s 2,800-acre natural area, where you can 
explore walking trails, beaches, bogs, forest, and spectacular ocean 
headlands—or enjoy a picnic with an ocean or lighthouse view.

Quoddy Bay Lobster, Inc.

Try our famous quarter pound lobster roll, made the way you like it!! 
Voted Yankee Magazine’s Editor’s choice for Best Lobster Roll in New 
England!

Tidewatcher 
& WatersEdge
EASTPORT’S LUXURY SEASIDE VACATION RENTALS

The Perfect Staycation 

www.TheCommonsEastport.com

The Commons

You’ll be 
happy 
here!

Award Winning Destination Gallery & 
Rental Condos Seaside in Creative Eastport
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COME FOR A DAY or come for a stay and 
from the country’s fi rst sunrise to the fi rst moon-
rise, your time in Eastport will be fi lled with 
experiences you’ll be happily talking about. As 
the sun comes up over Campobello Island and 
streams across Passamaquoddy Bay to awaken 
Eastport, the day begins with the sights and 
sounds of  a community on the move. Greeting 
the amazing morning light on a deck along the 
shore, or getting early coffee and bakery treats in 
our walkable and historic downtown is a delight-
ful start to your day. With a morning walk along 
the working waterfront, amid our 31 buildings 
on the historic registry you’ll see why so many 
artists live here–there’s inspiration and a sight 

worth capturing everywhere 
you look. Offshore islands, 
our fi shing fl eet and sailing 
schooners, statues and gar-
dens are all within view.  The 
collection of  29 galleries, 
shops, museums, and studios 
put out their welcome signs. 
Distinctive goods and au-
thentic art abound. Lots of  
good dining, too.

TAKE A VIRTUAL TOUR
www.quoddyloop.com

www.oldsowwhirlpool.com 

VISIT HISTORIC EASTPORT
www.eastport.net

Lodging, shopping, museums

CULTURAL PASSPORT SITE
www.culturepass.net
Area cultural offerings

ART•MUSIC•THEATER•FILM
www.eastportartscenter.com
Eastport’s creative community

GREAT PLACES TO STAY AND SHOP
www.thecommonseastport.com

Vacation rentals & destination gallery

WHALE WATCHES • SUNSET CRUISES
www.eastportwindjammers.com

Sail into Bay of Fundy and area bays

It’s all happening in Eastport–On the Creative 
Edge. We’re waiting to welcome you, your family, 
and friends.
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COME FOR A DAY or 
come for a stay and from the 
country’s fi rst sunrise to the fi rst 
moonrise, your time in Eastport 
will be fi lled with experiences 
you’ll be talking about too.
 As the sun rises over 
Campobello Island and streams 
across Passamaquoddy Bay to 
awaken Eastport, the day begins 
with the sights and sounds of a community 
on the move. Greeting the amazing morning 
light on a deck along the shore, or getting early 
coff ee and bakery treats in our walkable and 
historic downtown is a delightful start to your 
day.  With a morning walk along the working 
waterfront, amid our 31 buildings on the 
historic registry you’ll see why so many artists 
live here -- there’s inspiration and a sight worth 
capturing everywhere you look.   Off shore 
islands, our fi shing fl eet and sailing schooners, 
statues and gardens are all within view.
 � e collection of 29 galleries, shops, 
museums, and studios put out their welcome 
signs. Distinctive goods and authentic art 
abounds.  Add the unique Sweeties Downeast 

candy emporium,  the shop with 
a replica cave fi lled with glorious 
geodes and other natural wonders, 
a reproduction of the Quoddy 
Dam project of the 1930s, and 
the ingenuity of the downeast 
craftsmanship showcasing itself 
from Raye’s Mustard Mill and 
Museum to the world’s innovative 
tidal power project—you’ll get 

why we’re called “the creative edge.”
 Planning for the day’s adventure can 
mean a whale and wildlife watch across 
Passamaquoddy Bay and into the Bay of 
Fundy, a favorite summer home for s variety 
of whales.  Get on a fi shing boat, go kayaking, 
take a great hike, pick up a picnic lunch and 
do some beach coming or bird watching. Old 
Sow Whirlpool, our aqua-vortex,  lighthouses 
that are among the most photographed in the 
country, and the ferries between Eastport and 
Deer Island, Canada and Eastport and Lubec 
give you exposure to nature beyond your 
imagination.
 Deciding where to have lunch and dinner 
will be a happy decision with a dozen choices 

for taste treats—from Rosie’s famous hot dogs on the 
breakwater to Quoddy Bay Lobster’s award winning 
seafood off erings at their working wharf.  Foodies will 
appreciate all of the locally grown and created off erings— 
fruits and berries, vegetables, cheeses, meats. And, beyond 
seafood and downeast comfort foods, our authentic 
Mexican and Greek restaurants off er great culinary 
surprises.
 Interaction with the local residents is easy and 
interesting.  Storytelling and tall tales,  music on the 
street  corner to the Passamaquoddy Bay Symphony 
Orchestra, theater performances, Passamaquoddy tribal 
history and active engagement in the arts are all part of 
our Eastport off erings.
 Come for our Old Home Week July 4th celebration, 
Indian Days in August, � e Salmon Festival and Pirate 
Festival in September, and our internationally known 
New Year’s Eve Maple Leaf and Salmon Drop and you’ll 
have something to talk about forever.  B&Bs, rental 
condos, cabins and cottages, motel and campground are 
available if you can stay.  Come by boat, fl y into our well 
equipped airport, or make a comfortable journey by car 
up the coast.

It’s all happening in Eastport—On the Creative Edge. 
We’re waiting to welcome you, your family and friends.

Talk about Eastport 

is happening all over 

Maine. Here’s what 

the talk is about. See 

for yourself.

EASTPORT
ON THE CREATIVE EDGE.
Come for a day. Come for a stay.

Eastport Chamber of Commerce
(207) 853-6179
www.eastportchamber.net

Dancing Dogs Pottery & Art
On the water in downtown Eastport at 107 Water Street 

Makers of fi ne art , functional porcelain pottery, and quirky jewelry. 
Open 10am–4pm Wednesday through Sunday. You’ll love it here!

Port O’ Call 

www.portocalleastport.com
Treasures to take home.  Made-in-Maine gifts, Maine books, t-shirts 
and sweatshirts, great pj’s, jewelry, handbags, scarves, paintings, 
antiques, games, baggallini, greeting cards, and lots more.

Sweeties Downeast

Just like your favorite candy bar, half sweet and half nuts! A 
confectionery wonderland: homemade fudge, hand dipped 
chocolates, retro novelties, gourmet popcorn and nuts.

Roosevelt Campobello International Park

Roosevelt Campobello International Park is a combination indoor/
outdoor site that is renowned internationally and is a popular 
attraction across the bay from Eastport, Maine. Plan to tour the 
Visitor Centre, Roosevelt Cottage, fl ower gardens, and have “Tea with 
Eleanor.” Enjoy the Park’s 2,800-acre natural area, where you can 
explore walking trails, beaches, bogs, forest, and spectacular ocean 
headlands—or enjoy a picnic with an ocean or lighthouse view.

Quoddy Bay Lobster, Inc.

Try our famous quarter pound lobster roll, made the way you like it!! 
Voted Yankee Magazine’s Editor’s choice for Best Lobster Roll in New 
England!

Tidewatcher 
& WatersEdge
EASTPORT’S LUXURY SEASIDE VACATION RENTALS

The Perfect Staycation 

www.TheCommonsEastport.com

The Commons

You’ll be 
happy 
here!

Award Winning Destination Gallery & 
Rental Condos Seaside in Creative Eastport
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We’ll happily send you an Eastport Area 
Visitor’s Guide, FREE!  

email:info@eastportchamber.net  

 Phone (207) 853-4644

We look forward to seeing 
you way downeast!

SPECIAL INTERNATIONAL EVENTS:
www.bayoffundymarathon.com 

www.eastport4th.com
www.internationalhomecomingfestival.com

EDUCATIONAL ADVENTURE PROGAMS:
www.roadscholar.com/maine

Campobello programs at Roosevelt Park
www.cclc.me/birdfest

We’ll happily send you an Eastport Area We’ll happily send you an Eastport Area EDUCATIONAL ADVENTURE PROGAMS:EDUCATIONAL ADVENTURE PROGAMS:
www.roadscholar.com/mainewww.roadscholar.com/maine


