
Treasure Trove of Gems Discovered
Beneath a Farmer’s Field

Just twenty-eight miles north of our Portland store, on the banks of the Little Androscoggin, beneath a
meadow, lies the richest part of the world…gems. Gem tourmaline has been found: tourmaline the color of
spring and the color of the sky, two distinct colors commingled in a single crystal.

From these crystals, our gem cutter has coaxed out their true light and life, creating a gem and a unity of color
we call SparHawk Mint Green Teal. This is the color of life; color that moves with swiftness of thought; color
that sweeps, darts, and soars; color so precise, so graceful that once chosen it alights upon your hand or nestles
safely near your heart.

We are privileged to have the opportunity to offer the new SparHawk Mint Green Teal
tourmaline. To see our most recent pieces of SparHawk jewelry, visit us on-line or stop in.

Cross Jewelers
In The Heart of The Arts District

570 Congress Street • Portland, Maine 04101
www.CrossJewelers.com/sparhawk     1-800-433-2988

SparHawk
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Mint Green Teal
Maine Tourmaline
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Guitar hero  
rick mcphail is 
dazzling audiences 
in Hamburg.

McPhail, left, and Tocotronic electrify 
Dortmund’s 2010 Juicy Beats Festival.

Guitar hero  
rick mcphail is 
dazzling audiences 
in Hamburg.
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Performance Jarrett melendez

Neo-Krautrock 
Wunderkind
from Old Orchard Beach

Neo-Krautrock 
Wunderkind
from Old Orchard Beach

He swears he’s not a Sprocket, but bewitching lead guitarist Rick McPhail, 41, is a cen-
tral figure in the indie-rock band Tocotronic, which keeps pumping out hits in Ger-
many to a rapt audience. 

How many black turtlenecks do you own?
Quite a few, but I haven’t worn them much 
lately. Guess I’m not feeling very existentialist.

Can you go grocery shopping in Germany without being 
mobbed by fans?
Sometimes I think people recognize me, but 
that just might be paranoia. 

The best was when we took the train a 
lot for interviews a few records back and 
were in Deutsche Bahn magazine; you 
could tell people had just read the article 
and would look at us and think, “Is that 
them? No, can’t be, can it?”

How many number-one hits do you have, exactly?
One. You don’t have to sell a lot of records 
to do that nowadays.

What do your German friends think of Maine?
The one who’s visited says Portland is ugly. 
A mutual friend from Portsmouth heard 
this, and we both said, “You must be think-
ing about South Portland.”

Tell us about the moment you stepped through a mirror in 
Old Orchard Beach and woke up in Germany.
I’d been dating a German woman in San 

Francisco, but she moved back home to fin-
ish studying. When she came back on vaca-
tion, she said, “Come to Germany for a 
year.” So I did and immediately started a 
band in 1993, because I couldn’t find any-
one making decent music. 

I moved to Hamburg in 1999 and was 
offered to go on tour with Tocotronic 
selling T-shirts. Then they needed some-
one who could play synthesizer for their 
new record at the time, so they asked 
me to start playing live with them.

If you were to bring your Freunde to Maine, where 
would you take them?
I’d take the bandmates up to Rangeley. 
A Freud protégé named Wilhelm Re-
ich fled there just before World War II; 
he had some weird concepts and ex-
periments that the band found interesting and 
funny for a time. Supposedly his old house is 
now a museum.

Definitely Peaks Island, Portland Head 
Light, and L.L. Bean, too. 

Are Germans closet Mainers? 
When I tell people I’m from Maine, they 
either say, “Ah, John Irving,” or “Ah, Ste-

phen King.” Both of those writers are very 
distinctive and have created two com-
pletely different mystiques; it’s quite fun-
ny how people see Maine because of those 
writers’ extreme descriptions of it. 



Has your off-lander status affected the style of the music?
I think the last few records have gotten nois-
ier and rockier mainly because we kind of 
influenced ourselves by playing live and 
tapped into that energy more and more.

In one of your photos, you have a shirt that says, “The 80’s can 
suck it.” I take it you’re over the nostalgia.  
For me it’s definitely over. I don’t want to 
sound snobby, but with Venus Vegas, my old 
band, and Tocotronic, we played that 10 
years ago. I think being nostalgic while trying 
to do something new can be very limiting.

So, RIP the 1980s. Still, if you guys were magically whisked to 
this side of the pond in the ’80s, who’d you be?
The nihilist band Autobahn, based on Kraft-
werk, in The Big Lebowski.

What’s the oddest thing fans give you?
Stuffed animals, which is quite funny to be 
this highly regarded intellectual indie-rock 
band who gets toys thrown on stage. We usu-
ally collect them all throughout the tour and, 
at the last show we play, we give them all 
back to the audience–except for a few good 
ones I sort out for my son.

What’s “Maine” to you? 
We usually fly into Boston and then drive up. 

Rabid fans follow Tocotronic’s exploits. From left to right: “Fortu-
nately the guys are in the audience of Tocotronic”; “Let me through! 
I am Ernst Hugo von Salen-Priesnitz of Tocotronic, and I have cramp 
ointment here.” Catch the rest at: portlandmonthly.com/port-
mag/2012/04/tocotronic-extras.

RICk McPHAIL
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Choose an adventure
to fit your style.

Photography: Bill Finney

Casco Bay Lines offers scenic cruises
to the islands off Portland’s shore–
choices range from a family outing

to a romantic dinner get-away. Bring
your bike, kayak, or walking shoes.
Explore the islands. There truly is

something for everybody!
Visit www.cascobaylines.com/portlandmagoffer

to download a money saving coupon.

Owned and operated by the Casco Bay Island Transit District

Casco Bay Ferry Terminal
56 Commercial Street • Portland, Maine

207-774-7871

Casco Bay Lines
Portland, Maine

30Casco Bay Island Transit District

1982                       2012
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       2012 Tickets Unlimited Inc.

Tickets for Events Worldwide
We Specialize in Concerts,
Theatre, and Sporting Events

Maine’s First and Only Ticket Broker
10-6 Monday-Friday • Saturday Varies

Tel. 207-878-8999
Fax 207-878-8998
ticketsunlimited.net
Order Tickets 24-7

Call for Daily Special!

Aziz Ansari-–State Theatre
Zac Brown Band–Bangor Waterfront
Beach Boys–Bangor Waterfront
James Taylor–C.C.C.C.
Rascal Flatts–Bangor Waterfront
REO Speedwagon with Styx–Bangor Waterfront
Bare Naked Ladies–Bangor Waterfront

May 16
June 2

June 22
June 24

July 6
July 8

August 19

All Red Sox Games & Bruins Playoff Games

207-879-9500
Double-A Affiliate of the Boston Red Sox

Your Nine Inning
Vacation!
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Friday July 6

Saturday June 2

Fri. August 31

Friday 

June 22
Friday 

June 22

Sunday July 8

On Sale Fri. April 27, 
10AM

Tickets available via waterfrontconcerts.com, 
all Ticketmaster outlets, charge-by-phone at 1-800-745-3000 

or the venue box office located at Mark’s Music  in Brewer.
Bangor 

Waterfront Pavilion

On Sale Now • On Sale Now

Sat. Sept. 1 Sun. Sept. 2Sun. August 19

Wednesday May 9 FRIDAY MAY 18FRIDAY MAY 18

Friday July 27

Tickets available via waterfrontconcerts.com, all Ticketmaster outlets, charge-by-
phone at 1-800-745-3000 or the venue box office located at Mark’s Music in Brewer.

Bangor 
Waterfront Pavilion

On SALE 
nOW

Presented by:

May 27 •Bangor Waterfront Pavilion
Doors 2pm, Show 3pm

Sun. May 27
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Fine 
Cotton 

Polo 
Shirts 

with the 
Lobster 

Logo 

$5 off any  purchase  
of $30 or more 
RICETTAS BRICK OVEN RISTORANTE 

240 US RTE 1, FALMOUTH: CALL 781-3100 OR FAX 781-7090
One Coupon per order. This discount cannot be combined with any other offer.  
Discount subject to tax and gratuity as applicable. *Exp. 6/30/12. PORTMAG

From the buffet  
10 am to 3 pm

Fresh Fruit Salad
Antipasto platter
Salads – Caesar,  
House, Marinated

Italian Wedding Soup
Stuffed Mushrooms

Stromboli
Breakfast Pizzas

French Toast
Homemade Breakfast 

Sausage
Pancetta
Frittata

Rotation of  
Pasta dishes

Rotation of Pizzas
Italian Pastries,  

Cookies and Cannoli
n For each full paying child, mom/

Dad’s buffet is on the house.
n Limited reservations now being  

accepted for parties of 8 or more. 
See the host for details.

n Discount amount is subject  
to 15% Gratuity

n Can not be combined with  
any other offer.

Mom Eats FREE On  
Mother’s Day And... 
Dad Eats FREE On  

Father’s Day!

Creating Generations of Smiles

Falmouth Family Dentistry

Dr. Nancy Sargent
Dr. Irina Babayan

are pleased to welcome new patients

251 U.S. Route 1 • Falmouth, Maine 04105 • (207) 781-4216 
Insurance Welcome • Convenient Hours Available
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297 Forest Avenue Portland, ME

 Monday through Saturday 9am to 5pm Just off I-295 Exit 6B 

p: 207.772.3843   f : 207.773.2849   www.Bradfordsruggallery.com

oriental   contemporary   sisal   broadloom   appraisals   cleaning   padding

Heirloom Collection



So when we cross the Piscataqua River 
Bridge in Portsmouth, I feel it: the “wicked 
goodness” sweeps over me.

Are you “home” in Germany?
When I first moved here I lived in the Brit-
ish sector, Nordrhein Westfalen, and a lot 
of the Left Wing people I knew were tired 
of being occupied by British and American 
troops, because the Cold War was over. I 
remember how they had gotten hold of 
documents stating that in the case of a So-
viet invasion the G.I.’s furniture had a 
higher priority for evacuation than Ger-
man citizens. I often half-jokingly heard, 
“Ami, go home.”

Does Maine  follow you? 
Yes, I get homesick, and I’d like to move 
back some day. Tocotronic and I are quite 
political–our opinions lean towards the Left. 
We speak very openly about the things we 
stand for, so it’s usually American politics 
that put the lid on my homesickness. 

Are there people in Maine who wish you hadn’t gone?
Everyone, I hope.

Do you know there’s a fragment of the Berlin Wall in 
front of DiMillo’s?
I’ve been to Checkpoint Charlie twice, and 
what they did was horrible. I have nothing 
against Socialism, but you can’t force peo-
ple to stay and shoot them if they try to 
leave. The crimes of the Stasi [Staatssicher-
heit, State Security] and the whole surveil-
lance society is a piece of history that 
everyone should learn from, especially 
Americans nowadays. 

As far as the Wall goes, the only bum-
mer is that it fell under Reagan’s watch. I 
just can’t see the guy as a hero. When I think 
of him I think of Iran Contra, lying to Con-
gress, and Oliver North; not, “Mr. Gorbach-
ev, tear down this wall.” I prefer Kennedy’s 
“Ich bin ein Berliner.” Reagan’s line is the 
bad cover version. 

Are you a future politician?
Maybe when I move back someday I can start 
my political career with a speech in front of 
that piece of the Wall. n

>> For more, visit portlandmonthly.
com/portmag/2012/04/
tocotronic-extras.
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cape elizabeth
classic old school charm,

sea shells and shore,
farms and fog horns,

lighthouses and lobster traps

the good table restaurant

Route 77, Cape Elizabeth

799-4663 

we bring the sass to cape elizabeth

join us for dinner and cocktails
we’ve got tradition and a whole lot 

of what you might not expect

www.thegoodtablerestaurant.net
For Weekly Blackboard Specials

781-8252
U.S. Route One
Falmouth, Maine

Where Recycling has 
Always been in Style

Tues–Fri 10–6
Sat  10–5
Sun 12–5

forgetmenotsfalmouth.com

Now accepting seasonal 
clothing and accessories

Fun, Fabulous, and 
Unique Clothing and 

Accessories for Women

Forget Me Nots

781-8252
U.S. Route One
Falmouth, Maine

Tues–Fri 10–6
Sat  10–5
Sun 12–5


