
Tomorrow’s a BIG Day! 
Stay HGI Tonight!

The Hilton Garden Inn Portland Airport® is adjacent to the Portland International Airport, and only 10 minutes from 
downtown. Guest rooms offer complimentary wireless Internet, 2 line telephones, voicemail, microwave, refrigerator, 
coffee maker, Herman Miller Ergonomic desk chairs and 32” flat screen HDTV. Our heated indoor pool & whirlpool, 
NEW fitness facility by Precor Now open and a 24 hour airport shuttle and business center will keep you relaxed and 
connected. While American Grill serves breakfast & dinner daily, or our Pavilion pantry is open anytime!

To make reservations,
Visit us at www.portlandhilton.com or call 1-877-STAY-HGI toll free.

Hilton Garden Inn Portland Jetport
145 Jetport Blvd. 
Portland, ME 04102
(207) 828-1117

©2008 Hilton Hospitality, Inc.

Plan your next event at the HGI Portland Airport and let our sales & catering team cater to your BIG 
day. Our New Castle Room holds up to 50 people. Call our sales department for details.



Lost Horizon
In the mid-1980s, One City Center rose from the geomancy of The 
Golden Triangle, a miracle of urban feng shui. But with the build-
up of the rest of the Old Port, can the wind meet its water?

Lost Horizon

John Moon’s Portland,Then and Now (Arcadia Publishing, 2009) 
boasts a picture of the building that stood on the same spot 

before One City Center–a triangular structure with a large sign 
on its roof urging us to “Use Electric Light and Power.” This 

anvil, along with its neighbors, was torn down by Portland 
Renewal Authority to make room for the future (out went 

Edwards & Walker hardware; in came One Monument Square). 
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Twenty-five years ago, $22 
million One City Center 
was designed as a bridge 

between the skyscrapers of Monu-
ment Square and the nightclubs 
and restaurants of the Old Port. 

Where has all the chi gone?
“For ten years, the so-called 

Golden Triangle was a 160-car park-
ing lot: the most valuable piece of re-
al estate not only in Portland but the 
entire state of Maine,” says Patrick 
Venne, a Portland attorney who spe-
cializes in land use and urban devel-
opment. “It was the last 
undeveloped part of downtown.”

To capitalize on the space, the 
city briefly thought of building a 
new public library here. They also 
considered and rejected a plan for a 
park. Finally, in 1982, the city put 
out a request for proposals from ar-
chitects and developers. Two final-
ists emerged: The Fisher Group of 
Albany, New York, and Finard & 
Company of Burlington, Massa-
chusetts. Finard & Company had, 
of course, built the neighboring 
One Monument Square (“New Fa-
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An Affordable Indulgence
Camden has been visited by a king, a U.S. President, many fabled 

screen stars and sports heroes, a supermodel, a legendary TV 
anchorman, plus more than a few world renowned singer-songwriters.

They all stayed at the Whitehall Inn... before we added Frette® sheets 
and towels, white goose down pillows and comforters, 

and Stearns & Foster® mattresses.

www.whitehal l- inn .c om

Historic Inn Since 1901

207-236-3391
52 High St., Camden, ME 04843

1 - 8 0 0 - 7 8 9 - 6 5 6 5

Check availability and rates or book online at
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çade in Town,” May 2010); their proposal in-
cluded a hotel and was favored by the city 
manager at the time. But city planners ulti-
mately chose the Fisher Group’s design for a 
12-story, mixed-use high-rise. 

“One City Center actually ended up be-
ing thirteen stories tall, which is 138.5 feet 
tall, 13 feet above the then height restriction 
of 125 feet,” Venne says. “Also, once fin-
ished, it was 18 inches off the mark–en-
croaching on city property.” 

The city, he notes, quickly settled these le-
gal matters. 

Even before unveiling, One City Center 
was filling with companies eager to become 
part of the ‘next new thing.’ 

“It actually leased at a higher rate than the 
new Faneuil Hall/Quincy Market retail 
spaces,” Venne laughs.  

Today, the building plays host to a food 
court and an impressive variety of business-
es, including Dirigo Management Co., 
WBLM, Scottrade, Bank of America, Har-
borview Investments, Dunkin’ Donuts, and 
City Deli. 

The diversity of tenants, coupled with the 
central location, creates a unique feeling. “It’s 
a very open, accommodating building,” says 
Jonathan Crasnick of Eagle Point Companies. 
He’s worked in One City Center for five 
years, but his history with the building goes 
further back: “I went to Portland High, where 
we had an open campus, so I’ve been coming 
here for lunch since I was 15.” As a teenager 
he felt welcome in the crowds in the food 
court; as an adult, he says, “You feel a better 
connection with the city and you get to see 
what the city has to offer just by coming to 
work every day.”

But not everyone feels the building ful-
fills its promise of being a connector be-
tween areas of the city. 

“The design competition turned into a 
development competition. Opportunities 
were really missed,” says a local architect  
who wishes to remain anonymous. Another 
architect, also insisting on not being named, 
says flatly, “This building fails to connect 
with the outside; there’s no way for some-
one passing by to know what kind of space 
is inside. It’s a flop.”

“Even though it fades back attractively to 
open up viewing room and sunlight, it creat-
ed a dark alley,” says an observer. “Consid-
ering its central location, it should have been 
more like a fountain, approachable from all 



North Haven, Maine       
207.867.2007   

www.nebolodge.com

Stay the Night & Enjoy Dinner On Us!
Get a free dinner for two with a two-night 
stay when you come midweek in July or 

August and most weekends  
in the Spring & Fall.  
Some restrictions apply. 

Equinox Dinner Cruise
Nebo will again be offering round-trip 
transportation from Rockland harbor 
on Tuesday and Thursday evenings  

in July and August.  
Space is limited: reservations required.

Please visit our website or call for more 
information and reservations for each of  

these special events.

nebo lodge
island  inn  restaurant  farm

Come experience island farming and 
dining at Nebo Lodge and its island farm, 

The Turner Farm. These all-inclusive 
weekends feature dinner at Nebo Lodge, 

Cooking & Gardening Classes, Local 
Oysters & Cocktails on the Beach,  

a Barn Supper & More! 
June 24-26 & Sept. 30-Oct. 2

Island Farm Weekends

Maide for You
Your Personal Cleaning Service
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directions. That is, a fountain has no ‘back.’ 
And unless the Food Court realizes its prom-
ise to have exciting, bistro-style ethnic res-
taurants in the Quincy Market tradition as 
originally touted, pedestrians should be al-
lowed to walk under the building and depart 
from any side,” as though it were on stilts, to 
recapture One City Center’s promise of con-
necting two worlds, one taller, one shorter.

“The reason One City Center is designed 
in a fashion that ‘steps’ down as it heads 
south is to provide a means of seamlessly 
integrating the Central Business District 
with what was at the time of its design the 
still-emerging Old Port Exchange, a low-
rise neighborhood,” Venne writes in his 
Mainely Urban blog. “…To a large extent, it 
seems this plan worked,” though few imag-
ined the subsequent tall buildings that 
would be built between One City Center 
and the Old Port’s waterfront, blocking the 
lost horizon One City Center was designed 
to open up and protect.

Functional bridge or barrier,what will the 
next quarter-century hold for One City Cen-
ter? The building recently underwent an ener-
gy upgrade, making it more efficient and 
saving its owners a projected $78,000 a year in 
energy costs. New high-profile tenants contin-
ue to lease space: The Portland Press Herald, for 
example, recently moved its offices here. 
Venne says, “As we see a move back to the 
center of cities, demand will just increase for 
places like One City Center.” n

>> More: Visit Online Extras at portlandmonthly.com. 


