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THE ARTS

Intoxicating Tales

Indulge in a cache of great Maine books for the New Year.

The team at Longfellow Books invites you to delve between the pages of some of their
favorite books from the past year. So settle in and grab a copy. You're in good hands.

BY ARI GERSEN & THE STAFF OF LONGFELLOW BOOKS

-
The State We're In, Maine Stories

BY ANN BEATTIE

...A seagull swooped up the bouquet and
dropped it, but too far out over the rocks for anybody
to retrieve it, although the best man tried. But that-
real life—you couldn’t write. You had to write Magical
Realism, in which no doubt the seagull could recite
Latin proverbs while it was being philosophical about
the flowers not being fish.”

Ann Beattie's long-awaited new short story collection, her first since 2005, arrives

in paperback this year. The fifteen short stories are all set in Maine. Beattie's gift with
language and the wit personified by her work are on perfect display throughout. In-
cluded are three tales centered on a teenage visitor to the state, Jocelyn, whose strug-
gles with finding her place in the world could easily translate into a full novel. Also
included are a touching story of an IRS agent who comes to an important life change
after visiting an elderly woman; a group of kids who stumbles upon a room full of Elvis
Presley busts; and many other unique and poignant tales. The common thread run-
ning though all of these stories is not only their location, but also Beattie's innate gift
of understanding how people relate to each other. She conjures unique and touching
relationships in this highly engaging collection of short stories.

224 PAGES | SCRIBNER | PAPERBACK $15

DECEMBER 2016 31




THE ARTS

Written on My Heart

BY MORGAN CALLAN ROGERS -

S o

‘ ‘ Darkness had settled in as we'd
been talking;buthdillionisof.stars
had leaked throughit.”

For anyone who enjoyed Ruby Red Heart in a Cold Blue Sea, you'll love being transported back
to The Point. Picking up seven years from where the first novel left off, Written on My Heart
brings this coastal Maine community—with all of the hardship and joy to be found—to life. As an
unsolved murder winds its way throughout the novel, Rogers's characters wrestle with the limi-
tations of a shrinking community and a changing way of life, the transition from child to adult,
and the life-altering power of love and loss.

384 PAGES | PLUME | PAPERBACK $17

My Name is Lucy Barton

Every time a nurse offered to bring her a cot, she shook her head.
After a while, the nurses stopped asking. My mother stayed with me five

nights, and she never slept but in her chair.”

Pulitzer Prize-winning author and part-time Maine resident
Elizabeth Strout has crafted an honest and often heartbreak-
ing story with My Name is Lucy Barton. A young mother of

e

ELIZABETH

two, Barton is recovering from surgery complications when STR ou P
her own mother, to whom she had not spoken in many years, i

comes to keep her company for five days. Everything seems g

to be ticking along well until Lucy reveals to us in small ways My Na ME |5

the poverty of her upbringing, her hunger for her mother’s
love, and their difficult and at times abusive relationship.

208 PAGES | RANDOM HOUSE | HARDCOVER $26

LUCY BARTON

A
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Barkskins

BY ANNIE PROULX

‘ ‘...It is the forest of

the world. It is infinite. It
twists around as a snake
swallows its own tail and

has no end and

MNEFROULX

ooy

no beginning.”

At 736 pages and span-
ning over 300 years, Bark-
skins is about as good an
option as one can find
for a stormy Maine winter
weekend. From the ar-

rival of woodcutting French settlers

in Canada in 1693 through an eye-

witness account of melting glaciers

in 2013, this monumental under-
taking weaves Proulx’s ability

P to develop characters in strik-

ing form while continuously

bringing readers back to the
destruction and savagery
of the seemingly ceaseless
endeavor to “tame nature.”

Though the environmental

message is clear, it's her viv-

id characters that make this

one a page-turner.

4 736 PAGES | SCRIBNER
g HARDCOVER $32

Take home more than a memory...

Enjoy the signature tastes of Maine

I - wherever you are! Call or click

Mainel.obsterDirect.com...
the ultimate source for fresh
Maine lobster. Our premium,
hard-shell Maine lobster is
harvested daily from the
cold, clear waters of the
North Atlantic and shipped
| | overnight throughout North
' E," America. Stop by our wharf
-1‘\ and we’ll pack your order
+  to travel or click/call us

when you get home.

We welcome walk-in orders—large or small—and gladly supply restaurants and caterers.

MaineLobsterDirect.com

48 UNION WHARF PORTLAND, MAINE 04101 « TOLL FREE 800.556.2783
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American Character

BY COLIN WOODARD

‘ ‘...Liberal democracy requires bal-
ancing two essential aspects of human

The award-winning journalist for the Portland Press Herald explores how to best

reconcile the epic struggle in American politics between individual liberty and freedom: individual |Iberty and the free-
the good of the community as a whole, beginning with the first colonies through . .
to the present day. He asserts that this struggle can be linked to nearly every dom of the communlty. Sacrifice one,

major disagreement in U.S. history, right up to and including the present politi- .
cal divisiveness. Woodard asserts that sustaining liberal democracy requires bal- and you are on the road to °|IgarChy or

ancing those two essential aspects of human freedom. Discover a pertinent and .
thought-provoking read. anarchy; lose the other, and the shadow

320 PAGES | VIKING | HARDCOVER $29.99 of collectivist dictatorship looms.”

Some Writer!
The Story of
E.B. White

BY MELISSA SWEET

SomeWriter!

THE STORY OF E. B. WHITE

sl

Treat yourself to an illustrated biography of E.B. White, author of such
classics as Charlotte’s Web and Stuart Little, by award-winning children’s
book illustrator Melissa Sweet. Using White's letters, photographs, and
mementos, as well as her original collaged art, Sweet tells the story of
one of the most beloved authors of all time.

176 PAGES | HMH BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS
PAPERBACK $18.99
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(Touch her memoir Scrappy Little Nobody g‘?iﬂs fot My Light your home with beeswax candles!
ouchstone, $26.99, 2016) touch on her g{_‘lﬂa

growing up here, going to Lincoln Middle unique gifts, mead, wine and beer
School, and inspirations at Deering High. all natural line of skincare products
The Oscar-nominated actress (for 2009 observation hive and hobbyist beekeeping

Up In The Air) and star of Twilight, Into the thehoneyexchange.com * 207-773-9333

Woods, The Accountant, and the Pitch Per- Stevens Avenue. Portland. Maine 0410
fect movie series (with Pitch Perfect 3 soon sl L R L L

to be shot) dares to shock with a conversa-

i | 8 GREAT STUFF!

10-6 Tuesday-Saturday - 10-2 Sunday

Scrappy Little Nobody CONSIGNMENT
\‘ has charming end papers ; Home Furnishings - Art - Antiques
| witha repeating motif of | | s A

| lighthouses, the state of

“ Maine, lightning bolts,

| ballet shoes, and prin-

scrappi | cess poses. At press time,

little i) | itwas No. 25 in books on

| amazon.com. FY], The

. "| KingJames version of
S 1 the Bibleis No. 3,078.m

304 PAGES | TOUCHSTONE

HARDCOVER $26.99

nobody

Footnotes

Local literary legends Gary Lawless and
Beth Leonard of Gulf of Maine Books

share their reading list for the new year.

e Orion on the Dunes: A Biography
of Henry Beston by Daniel Payne
(David R. Godine, $29.95)

® Hearts in Suspension by Stephen King
(University of Maine Press, $30)

® One in a Million Boy by Monica Wood
(Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, $16.20)

 The Oregon Trail by Rinker Buck
(Simon & Schuster, $16.99)

e The War | Survived Was Vietnam
by Michael Uhl (McFarland Books, $29.95)

POGtI’y: Natural Gem Set Jewelry.
* Dead Still Dream by Kifah Abdullah Minimalist Jewelry in Silver and Gold

(CreateSpace, $17.99) (\\:’( (\\.. QA ( (\\‘_I( (\\_

® 45° North Latitude by Joseph Coleman

(Flying Point Press, $14.99) SOPO ART

* Walking Backwards by Lee Sharkey 855 Sawyer Street, South Portland
(Tupelo Press, $16.95)
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